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Happiness Depends on The Exchange 


Dear Brother: 

Through God’s great mercy we have been 
delivered from the prison house of darkness 
and brought into the blessed light of Truth. 
How thankful we should be that in these 
last days the lamp of Truth has been relit, 
and that it has been our privilege to have 
its rays fall upon our pathway, opening to 
our vision the grand and wondrous plan of 
salvation. 

Until our minds were enlightened in the 
knowledge of God’s Word our thoughts were 
governed by the teachings of men. But now 
ve have come to realize that the thoughts of 
man are at entipodes with the teachings of 
God. In the Word of the Lord we read, “my 
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are 
your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as 
the heavens are higher than the earth, so 
arc ny ways higher than your ways, and my 
thcughts than your thoughts” (Isa. 55: 8, 9). 

I. takes years to completely discard our 
former habits of thinking and to comprehend 
the length, breadth and depth of the teachings 
of God. It is surprising to what extent our 
thoughts and opinions have been molded and 
shaped by man’s teachings. Man in his vanity 
likes to retain his own thoughts and opinions 
and to feel that his natural tendencies and 
desires are all right and above criticism. 

All who pass through this short life are 
brought to realize that they cannot have all 
the world holds, and the degree of happiness 
they obtain depends largely on the wisdom 
they exercise in deciding what to give up 
and what to retain. We must clear our minds 
of those teachings of men which are in oppo- 
sition to the Word of God and give up those 
activities that do not further us in the real- 
ization of our ambition to live a life worthy 
of the Lord’s “Well Done.” 

Elgin, Oregon J. G. 


Food for Growth 


Dear Brother: 

Christianity is a growth. In the natural 
we grow from childhood to manhood, not in a 
day or two, but little by little and by taking 
the necessary food. We must eat the bread 
from Heaven. 

We all like to grow, but only the righteous 
shall flourish like the palm tree: he shall 
grow like a cedar in Lebanon, Ps. 92: 12. 
Right doing is required in everything, a big 
task, but which can only be done with God’s 
help. If we pray in earnest, we shall receive 
strength and if we stumble, we know that we 
shall be lifted up again. 

So often the cares of this life choke out 
the Word. We know, that if we follow after 
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, 
meekness. no one shall take our crown. 

Morrisville. N. Y. r. @. 
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GOD 


Part II 


HE APOSTLE PAUL speaks forthrightly about 
TT the class of people whom God has set apart for 

Himself in Rom. 2: 13: “For not the hearers of 
the law are just before God, but the doers of the law 
shall be justified.” The question with us should be, “Am 
I doing it?” Are we asking ourselves this question daily? 
Are we walking, not as the world around us, but cir- 
cumspectly and carefully, “redeeming the time because 
the days are evil”? If not, do we realize we are in the 
broad way headed for destruction? 

Do you know, it is easy to go in the broad way? The 
world are all bent on finding their own pleasures, 
doing their own ways, and speaking their own words. 
If we cease to do as they do, cease to trust in our own 
heart, or speak our own words, or find our own pleas- 
ures, but stand in awe and sin not, it will be because 
these testimonies have been forced home upon our 
minds. One way leads to life and glory, and the other 
to death and destruction. 

Psalm 4: 7 reads: “Thou hast put gladness in my 
heart, more than in the time that their corn and their 
wine increased.” We that follow on to a degree in this 
way of righteousness have done so because we have laid 
aside our own way; and it puts joy and gladness in 
our hearts. “Blessed are they that do his command- 
ments,” and “his commandments are not grievous.” Why 
do we not get down and work—not carelessly, not idly, 
but with all our hearts—in the way of righteousness? 

We may hear these wonderful truths forced home, but 
that will do us no good unless we go to work and do 
them. There is a balm in Gilead, and it will heal all our 
maladies if we will take it down. But we will not do it 
until we learn not to lean on our own understanding, 
but trust the Lord with all our heart. 

If we would at a!l times feel like singing, we would 
always feel like rejoicing. Do you know, the Book says 
we must always rejoice in the Lord? The world sorrow. 
Why do they sorrow? Because they never walk in the 
light. But if we walk in the light we have a joy and 
comfort the world know not of. 

With such joy and comfort ever present with us, we 
will work with all our heart in this vineyard of the Lord. 
If we will but satisfy ourselves that there is a world to 
come, and realize the wisdom, and joy, and streneth, 
and happiness, and glory that will be ours if we obtain 
it, we will work. The teachings of the Bible will not 
become stale, but a new joy and light will spring forth 
on our countenance, and every day we will feel we have 
something we never had before: a chance to obtain a 
home where sorrow will never come. Knowing we are 
doing right every day, complying with the conditions 
laid down, keepine the commandments, will bring us 
joy and peace, and we shall rejoice always. 


Hath Set Apart the Godly 


for Himself one, 


The Prophet says, in Jer. 4: 14, “O Jerusalem, wash 
thine heart from wickedness, that thou mayest be saved. 
How long shall thy vain thoughts lodge within thee?” 
You and | have to put away all vain thoughts and listen, 
not only to the prophets away back there, but reach 
forward to the time when our Master was on the earth, 
and farther still until Paul was put into the ministry; 
and he wrote the same ideas to us, clothing them in 
these words: “(The weapons of our warfare are not 
carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of 
strong holds;) casting down imaginations, and every 
high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of 
God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the 
obedience of Christ’? (II Cor. 10: 4, 5). All who do this 
will be set apart by God as His “special treasure.” 

“How long shall thy vain thoughts lodge within thee?” 
“Wash you!” Ah! vou have to wash the vain thoughts 
all away. “O Jerusalem, wash thine heart from wicked- 
ness, that thou mayest be saved. How long shall thy vain 
thoughts lodge within thee?” 

A short time ago a friend living in the State of Illinois 
sent in a question which she considered timely. The 
question is: “The (religious) world today says: ‘The 
power of love divine discriminates between sin and the 
sinner.’ Does God’s divine Word sanction this in that 
sense of the word? By our own law, if a man or woman 
is guilty of a criminal sin, and we take him or her into 
our home, we are as guilty as the offender, for by so 
doing we aid and abet such a one in his wrongdoing. 
According to my understanding of God’s Word con- 
cerning this principle: a sinner has no good intentions, 
let alone his actions being good! For does the Book not 
say, ‘God is not in all their thoughts.’ 

“T would not want to take one into my home—let alone 
into my heart to cherish and love—one of whom God 
savs, He hates their evil ways.” 

Our correspondent is right, religious writings fre- 
quently voice this viewpoint, that while God hates sin, 
He loves the sinner. Dwight L. Moody once put this idea 
into words in his sermon on God’s Love. He said: “There 
is nothine in the world that men prize so much as they 
do love. Show me a man that has no one to love him, and 
no one to care for him, and J will show you a man that 
is very near suicide. If we could only convince the world 
that God is love, there would be a great flocking to Him. 
The old philosopher, Aristotle, said it was against every 
inclination of nature to love without being loved in 
return. There is one truth that Satan would like to blot 
out of this Book—that is, ‘God is love.’ For 6000 years 
he has been striving to convince men that God is not 
love; that God is angry with the sinner. I fear peonle 
quote that wrongly very often. That God is angry with 
sin is one of the strongest proofs of His love. . . 

“God is not angry with the sinner; it is with sin, which 
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is bringing darkness and woe into our homes and lives. 
Let us bear that in mind when we think of God. A great 
many people think that God is not love; that is because 
of false teaching. Mothers make a mistake in teaching 
children that God does not love them when they do 
wrong; but when they do right, then God loves them. I 
think that is false teaching; it is not taught in Scripture. 
You do not teach your children that when they do wrong 
you hate them. No, it does not change your love. If you 
did, you would change your love a great many times.” 

Mr. Moody may have been right in describing the 
reaction of the parent to its child’s shortcomings. But 
the ways of the sentimental parent are no index to the 
ways of God. 

We disagree sharply with Mr. Moody’s idea of God’s 
loving the sinner to the extent that He is prepared to 
overlook such a man’s shortcomings, and accept him 
with concern. However, there is a sense in which God 
loves the sinner. 


How Then Does God Love the Sinner? 


Before we can intelligently evaluate God’s love we 
must first define that love. It is the result of God’s love 
that wé are given mortal existence. He is the Preserver 
of all men; worthy and unworthy alike share His munifi- 
cence. It is an evidence of His love that we are supplied 
with so many things to make life pleasant and agreea- 
ble. It is an evidence of God’s love that we are given 
this goodly mortal frame, the blessings of mind, of will- 
power, reason and reflection. It is an evidence of His love 
and consideration that even when we were dead in tres- 
passes and sins He arranged the circumstances that 
His saving knowledge could come to us, so as to awaken 
us to our true condition of “having no hope, and without 
God in the world” (Eph. 2: 4—6, 12). This awakening 
should urge us to take steps to change our status with 
Him, from enmity to that of friendship. 

God manifests His love by showing the sinner the 
error of his ways, and by pleading with him to turn 
from it so He can truly love him. His invitation through 
Ezekiel is warm and pregnant with fatherly concern: 
“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every 
one according to his ways, saith the Lord God. Repent, 
and turn yourselves from all your transgressions; so 
iniquity shall not be your ruin. Cast away from you all 
your transgressions, whereby ye have transgressed; 
and make vou a new heart and a new spirit: for why 
will ve die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in 
the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord God: where- 
fore turn yourselves, and live ve” (Ezek. 18: 30—32). 

God shows His love for the sinner in His longsuffering, 
which is almost inconceivable in its scope. Many, many 
times we have proved ourselves unworthy of His mercy, 
we have been stubborn and rebellious; we have clung to 
our own self-oriented viewpoint, even when we knew 
perfectly well that we were in the wrong. We have given 
free rein to the emotions of the flesh, even though fully 
aware of the consequences, that the end of those things 
is death. Knowing the judgment of God, that they which 
commit such things are worthy of death, [we] not only 
[have done] the same, but have [had] pleasure in them 
that do them” (Rom. 1: 32), thus have ye presumed upon 
God’s goodness. Yet His longsuffering waits. Truly, “It 
is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, 
because his compassions fail not. They are new every 





morning,” His faithfulness is great (Lam. 3: 22, 23). 
When God Does Not Love the Sinner 


There is much proof in the Word that God does not 
love the sinner in the respect that He accepts him as an 
object of His close concern, or that He condones his 
actions. Speaking through the medium of divine wisdom, 
He says: “I love them that love me; and those that seek 
me early shall find me” (Prov. 8: 17). 

Psalm 7: 11 reveals God’s attitude toward the wicked: 
“God judgeth the righteous, and God is angry with the 
wicked every day.” Moffatt renders the last part of that 
verse, “God is a just God, every day indignant.” How 
could He love a person at whom He was indignant, or 
who had aroused His indignation? Mr. Moody declared 
that God was not angry or displeased with the wicked, 
and I believe many of the present day theologians would 
agree with him. But the Psalmist must have been in 
closer touch with God than any man of today, hence 
should have been more qualified to testify, and he 
declares that He is. 

Ezra 8: 22 is definite as to God’s attitude toward the 
sinner: ‘The hand of our God is upon all them for good 
that seek him; but his power and his wrath is against 
all them that forsake him.” ‘The hand of our God is 
upon all them [the individuals] for good that seek him; 
but his power and his wrath is against all them [the 
individuals] that forsake him.” God is against both sin 
and the sinner. 

God hates both sin and the sinner. We have an exam- 
ple of this in the Lord’s dealings with the house of Eli 
the high priest in the days when Samuel was a child. 
In I Samuel 2 there is the account of a man of God 
coming to Eli to reprove him for his complacency with 
the sins of his two sons—the acting priests—Hophni and 
Phinehas. They had made themselves vile, and Eli did 
not restrain them. The man of God was sent to Eli to 
say to him: “Thus saith the Lord, Did I plainly appear 
unto the house of thy father, when they were in Egypt 
in Pharaoh’s house? And did I choose him out of all the 
tribes of Israel to be my priest, to offer upon mine altar, 
to burn incense, to wear an ephod before me? and did 
1 give unto the house of thy father all the offerings made 
by fire of the children of Israel? Wherefore kick ye at 
my sacrifice and at mine offering, which I have com- 
manded in my habitation; and honorest thy sons above 
me, to make yourselves fat with the chiefest of all the 
offerings of Israel my people? Wherefore the Lord God 
of Israel saith, I said indeed that thy house, and the 
house of thy father, should walk before me for ever: 
but now the Lord saith, be it far from me; for them 
that honor me I will honor, and they that despise me 
shall be lightly esteemed” (vs. 27—30). Them that honor 
me I will honor, says the Lord, and they that despise me 
shall be lightly esteemed. God does not love sin, neither 
does He love the sinner. 


Some Sinners Hated of God 


When Korah, Dathan and Abiram withstood Moses in 
the wilderness the earth opened her mouth and swal- 
lowed them up, and Moses witnessed that it was the 
Lord’s doing. “And the Lord spake unto Moses and unto 
Aaron, saying, Separate yourselves from among this con- 
eregation, that I may consume them in a moment. . . If 
these men die the common death of all men, or if they 
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be visited after the visitation of all men; then the Lord 
hath not sent me. But if the Lord make a new thing, and 
the earth open her mouth and swallow them up,... then 
ye Shall understand that these men have provoked the 
Lord” (Num. 16: 20, 21, 29, 30). 

It is difficult to see how God could have loved these 
sinners, and at the same time have destroyed them as 
He did. 

Isaiah 1 is another example of God’s attitude toward 
the sinner: ‘Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniq- 
uity, a seed of evildoers, children that are corrupters: 
they have forsaken the Lord, they have provoked the 
Holy One of Israel unto anger, they are gone away 
backward. . . To what purpose is the multitude of your 
sacrifices unto me? saith the Lord: I am full of the 
burnt offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts; and I 
delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he 
goats. When ye come to appear before me, who hath 
required this at your hand, to tread my courts? Bring 
no more vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto 
me; the new moons and sabbaths, the calling of assem- 
blies, I cannot away with; it is iniquity, even the solemn 
meeting. Your new moons and your appointed feasts 
my soul hateth: they are a trouble unto me; I am weary 
to bear them” (vs. 4, 11—14). 

How could God love people whose works were such 
that their very devotions were an abomination to Him? 

We read again in Deut. 32: 18, 19: “Of the Rock that 
begat thee thou art unmindful, and hast forgotten the 
God that formed thee. And when the Lord saw it, he 
abhorred them.’ Thou hast forgotten the God that 
formed thee. “Forgotten” is an intense word and it 
expresses the final issue of human alienation from God. 
Open and deliberate dissension shows at least some 
respect to His power, and even formal prayer, empty 
though it be, offers some recognition of His existence. 
But to forget God who has begotten us by His Word 
(Jas. 1: 18), to live and plan and work as though He 
were not, to dismiss Him as insignificant, is the last 
expression of a life separated from the Divine. God 
cannot love such. 

God calls men to a great undertaking. He wants His 
people to be separate from the contamination of ungodly 
associations and live their lives far above the average of 
mankind, and failure to do this He cannot condone. 
When the Lord saw it, He did not love them, but 
“abhorred them.” 

Here are other divine statements that picture God’s 
attitude toward the sinner. “The foolish shall not stand 
in thy sight: thou hatest all workers of iniquity. Thou 
shalt destroy them that speak leasing: the Lord will 
abhor the bloody and deceitful man.” “For the wicked 
boasteth of his heart’s desire, and blesseth the covetous, 
whom the Lord abhorreth.” ‘‘When God heard this, 
he was wroth, and greatly abhorred Israel” (Ps. 5: 5, 
6; 10: 8; 78: 59). God hates, abhors, greatly abhors, the 
workers of iniquity. 

“For the froward is abomination to the Lord; but his 
secret is with the righteous” (Prov. 3: 32). How could 
the Lord love the froward man when such a man is an 
abomination to Him? 

The New Testament as well as the Old is vocal on 
God’s attitude toward the sinner. God’s wrath or dis- 
pleasure is revealed against the wicked just as certainly 
as His love exists for, and flows out to, the righteous. 


The following are the words of Paul in the book of 
Romans, the book which many theologians take as evi- 
dence that Paul believed in salvation through faith with- 
out works. “For the wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven against ail ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness” (Rom. 1: 
18). But lest someone should question his wording on 
the grounds that it was the unrighteousness of men and 
not the unrighteous men themselves that God’s wrath 
is directed against, let us read the text from Moffatt’s 
translation: “But God’s anger is revealed from heaven 
against all the impiety and wickedness of those who 
hinder the truth by their wickedness.” God’s anger is 
revealed against men, ‘those who hinder the truth by 
their wickedness.” 


God Does Not Differentiate Between Sin and the Sinner 


Sin is not a corporeal object that can be picked up 
and carried as a book, or some other real object. Sin is 
an act, and as such cannot be distinguished from the 
actor; sinning also is an act which cannot exist apart 
from the sinner. “Sin is the transgression of the law,” 
hence always involves a transgressor. 

Can we conceive of a God who abhors lying and then 
would love the liar? Can we conceive of a God who hates 
swearing, and then would love the man who takes His 
name in vain? a God who hates pride, and lists it as the 
prelude to destruction, and then loves the proud man or 
woman? 

There are numerous examples where it is said that 
God hates sin, inferring that He hates the sinner who 
perpetrates the sin. For example, there are the seven 
things of Prov. 6: 16—19, which the Lord hates, any 
one of which could not exist apart from an intelligent 
being as the perpetrator of that sin. They are listed as 
“A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed 
innocent blood. An heart that deviseth wicked imagi- 
nations, feet that be swift in running to mischief. A false 
witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord 
among brethren.” The Lord hates each of these sins, 
each is an abomination to Him. But not one of these 
human perversions could exist apart from the sinner 
who carries them through. 

Another example of the combination of sin and sinner 
is Prov. 15: 8, “The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomi- 
nation to the Lord: but the prayer of the upright is his 
delight.” We could not separate the counterfeit sacrifice 
from the wicked man who offered it, any more than the 
prayer of the upright which delights the Lord could be 
made without the righteous man to make it. 

Both sin and the sinner are projected in Jer. 44: 21, 
22: “The incense that ye burned in the cities of Judah, 
and in the streets of Jerusalem, ye, and your fathers, 
your kings, and your princes, and the people of the land, 
did not the Lord remember them, and came it not into 
his mind? So that the Lord could no longer bear, because 
of the evil of your doings, and because of the abomi- 
nations which ve have committed; therefore is your land 
a desolation, and an astonishment, and a curse, without 
an inhabitant, as at this day.” 


Achan: Sin and Sinner Punished 


The case of Achan who sinned when the Israelites 
conquered Jericho is another example where the Lord 
did not love the sinner, for He demanded his utter 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Signals to Heed. 


ISTORY records the story of a city of 30,000 inhab- 

itants situated on an island at the foot of a huge 
voleano. For many years the old monster had been 
silent, but the older generation could recall how in 1851 
it had erupted, causing no damage. So when, in the 
spring of 1902, it suddenly began to rumble and send up 
clouds of soot and ashes, they were not alarmed. Had 
this same thing not happened before? Did it not shoot 
out fire and ashes previously, only to die down again? 
And besides, that was fifty years ago! 

For more than thirty days the warning fire glowed in 
the crater, but the city’s residents took no heed. There 
was ample time for them to have left the city for a safer 
location, but they did not. They merely went about their 
daily routine as though there was nothing amiss; for 
what, they mused, should cause the old volcano to come 
to life again to the extent of danger to themselves? 

But the complacency of the people did not put out the 
fires of the volocano; they only increased in intensity. 
And on May 7, 1902, the life of the city of St. Pierre was 
snuffed out in almost an instant, by a cloud of poisonous 
gases and tons of hot lava. 

We can draw a lesson from this true story. Today we 
live in a world filled, as one writer put it, “with the 
distant rumblings of a nuclear Armageddon.” We are 
aware of fulfilled prophecy on all sides: children that are 
disobedient to parents, and unthankful; nations that are 
trucebreakers and traitors; the whole world lovers of 
pleasure more than lovers of God. Nations are sending 
out ambassadors to talk peace, while at home they build 
armaments with record-breaking speed. 

Do we hear the rumblings and take heed, or do we 
slumber on at the foot of the shaking mountain? Are 
we hastening our escape, or are we saying, “Oh, there 
have always been wars and rumors of wars? Nothing 
will come out of it”? Many have been lulled to sleep by 
the slumber songs of the worldly-wise that say, ‘“All’s 
well,” but a ‘‘little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding 
of the hands to sleep: so shall thy poverty come as one 
that travelleth; and thy want as an armed man.” If we 
now allow ourselves to listen to these slumber songs and 
do not prepare, we will be poor indeed at His coming. 
We need to be awakened by the trumpet of God’s Truth, 
which cries, “Come out of her my people, that ye be not 
partakers of her sins and that ye receive not of her 
plagues.” The scoffer questions, ““Where is the promise 
of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things 
continue as they were from the beginning.” But as surely 
as the quaking mountain foreshadowed the great explo- 
sion that destroyed the city, so do the signs of the times 
portend the coming of the Lord. 

When the old volcano started to come to life, it was 
almost certain to build up to an eruption. But not know- 
ing when it would come, the people delayed doing any- 
thing to protect themselves. The long period of warning 
tremors should have been sufficient to cause them all to 
flee for their lives. We, too, are aware of the dangers 
that surround us. We are guaranteed safety in the 
“strong tower” of God if we will but get in and bolt 
the door. We should say with the Psalmist, “I would 


hasten my escape from the windy storm and tempest.” 
Delay may, for us also, prove fatal. We work toward a 
deadline, although we know not the day nor the hour. 

Had the residents of the city been certain of their 
deadline, no doubt they would have fled to safety. We 
know of a certainty that God’s Word is sure, that 
Babylon will fall and if we have not separated ourselves 
from it, we shall be destroyed with it. Our separation 
from the world must be definite and complete. We cannot 
be casting backward glances, for Jesus said, ‘Remember 
Lot’s wife.” 

If we would be one of *‘God’s picked representatives of 
the new creation,” let us heed the words of the angels, 
“Escape for thy life, look not behind thee, neither stay 
thou in all the plain, lest thou be consumed in the iniquity 
of the city.” 





Beulah Land 


That glorious Day is drawing near 
When Christ the Bridegroom will appear; 
Before His face His bride shall stand; 
He’ll welcome her to Beulah land. 


O glorious Home! sweet Beulah land! 
Just on the borders now she stands, 
And casts a longing, wishful eye 

To thee, where her possessions lie. 


No sorrow’s known in that blest land, 
There will be one unbroken band; 
No stain will mar her spotless brow, 
She has fulfilled her marriage vow. 


O Beulah land! she yearns for thee, 

The Bridegroom’s face she longs to see, 
And hear His voice in accents rare 
Inviting her His joys to share 


Through endless years her joys shall be 
Enduring as eternity; 

Her voice will mingle with the band 
That swells the praise of Beulah land. 


That blissful Day we long to see, 
When all the earth holds jubilee; 
The saints within her borders stand 
And dwell e’ermore in Beulah land. 





Let us learn to root our soul in timeless things; for the 
most extravagant fantasies the world can give pale into the 
insignificance of the commonplace by comparison. The hours 
perish, and are laid to our charge; and ‘tis true that if we 
solve the problems of each hour, we are solving the problems 
of the whole of life. And in the end there will be a great— 
a very great—reward; and there will be sufficient strength 
unto the day, in the Kingdom of God upon the earth. 





Waste today lamenting tomorrow and you'll waste tomor- 
row lamenting today. 





“Give your best today is a recipe for a better tomorrow.” 
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Life's Quarry 


(CTIFE is a quarry, out of which we are to mold and 

chisel and complete a character.” How true is 
this utterance from a man whose name has come down 
to us in history! 

“Oh, block by block, with sore and sharp endeavor, 

Lifelong we build these human natures up 

Into a temple fit for freedom’s shrine.” 

A successful woman narrating the experiences which 
led at length to her eminent success, wrote “I had to 
remake myself.” She spoke of it as simply as though she 
had said it was necessary for her to learn bookkeeping or 
stenography. She had to make herself over in order to 
attain her goal, and she simply went ahead and did it, 
which was the logical thing to do. 

But some, we are sorry to observe, are taking a very 
different attitude concerning things eternal. They seem 
to assume that they are made a certain way and that 
the universe must accommodate itself to them. If quick- 
tempered, they take it for granted that their friends 
must make allowances for them, and that somehow God 
will excuse them. It is easy for them to lose heart, and 
it never occurs to them that this can be helped. All the 
handicaps they were born with and those they have 
acquired since, they accept as inevitable and unending. 

“T had to remake myself.” This woman was determined 
to succeed, and that was impossible unless she made 
herself over. She did it just as you, too, may do it. Find 
your purpose and fling your life into it; and the loftier 


your purpose is, the more sure you will be to make both 
this and your future life richer with every enrichment 
of yourself. Be absolutely sure you are on the right 
foundation (Eph. 2: 20—22), and then “out of the com- 
mon stones of your daily work you may build yourself 
a temple which shall shelter your head from harm, and 
bring down on you the inspiration of God,” a holy temple 
which God will delight in for a habitation through His 
Spirit. 





HOLD THE LINES 


The armies of evil are raging; 
Their forces are mighty and strong. 
But God, our Commander, is with us 
In the battle of right against wrong. 
Let’s hold the lines of the Master 
And stand for His truth and the right, 
For we have the assurance of conquest 
If we never give up in the fight! 


When the conflict with evil is over, 
And sin sinks to final defeat, 
How glad we'll be we were faithful 
And refused to quit or retreat! 
Someday in glorious triumph— 
When the battle of life is all done— 
We shall shine as the stars in the morning, 
With our crown of victory won! 





The Habit of Happiness 


EW HAVE suflicient respect for habit, the ease with 

which it may be formed, the difficulty with which it 
can be broken, the magical power with which it smooths 
the rough part of duty and enables us to look with 
indifference upon the allurements of the world. It is a 
kind of shield which the fingers of a boy may, at first, 
weave of threads as light as gossamer and which, if not 
controlled and curbed, grows into the strength of steel. 
By its aid, the greatest things may be accomplished. 
The cultivation of proper habits should be impressed on 
the young. In short, a correct habit of living is a principle 
without which no one can be happy. 

From the universal law of habit, little by little, day 
by day, act by act, link by link, we mold character, we 
form the chains which bind our being, and in forming our 
habits, form our disposition. Whatever the quality of 
your enjoyment of happiness may be, you have patterned 
it by your life motive, by the spirit in which you have 
worked, by the principles which have actuated you. No 
one can rob us of our harvest or change it very much. 
Every thought, every act, every motive, whether secret 
or public, is a seed which no power on earth can prevent 
going to its harvest of beauty or ugliness, honor or 
shame. 

Most people have the idea that happiness is something 
that can be manufactured. They do not realize that it 


can no more be manufactured than wheat or corn can be 
manufactured. It must grow; and the harvest will be like 
the seed. It will take every moment that we have left of 
life’s probation day to think on the true, honest, just, 
pure and lovely things of life. These are the things that 
will make us contented. We should be 

too large for worry, 

too noble for anger, 
too strong for fear, and 
too happy to permit the pressure of trouble. 

Great people are not affected by each puff of wind 
that blows ill. 

Like great ships, they sail serenely on, in a calm sea or 
a great tempest. 

If we are to be successful and happy in the future, we 
must now make the most of the present, so—let us face 
toward the sunshine of Truth and let the shadows fall 
behind! 

It was once said that men have counters for nearly 
everything except that which they have the most of. Few 
bother to count their blessings. The earlier we learn to 
cultivate the thankful spirit and rule and govern self, 
the easier it will be to be happy no matter what trials 
come. We shall have trials, but if our wills are in sub- 
jection to God’s will, we can rise above our trials and 
cannot fail to be happy. There is no other pleasure that 
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can compare with the satisfaction that we experience in 
overcoming our nature. A truly thankful heart will make 
for joy. 

Jesus said, “If ye know these things, happy are ye if 
ye do them.” Herein lies the difficulty. Many persons 
sense the necessity of performing the work but do not 
weigh the fruits of righteousness against the labor nec- 
essary to obtain them. They prefer to place their trust 
in the uncertain rewards of the life that calls for no 
curbing of the natural desires; but that is not according 
to the plan of the Almighty. Peace and happiness can 
come in no other way than by living the Law of the Lord. 

“Happy is the man that findeth wisdom.” 

“Her ways are ways of pleasantness.” 

“Happy is every one that retaineth her.” 

Happiness comes not by finding wisdom but by retain- 
ing it. A steadfast will and purpose enters into this. 

Gold is tried in the fire; and acceptable men, in the 
furnace of affliction. The important thing in life is to 
have a great aim and to possess the perseverance to 
attain it. 

We cannot be consistently happy without consistently 
keeping God’s law, pursuing the course of true content- 
ment. It is difficult to realize it sometimes, and it is some- 
thing that we do not readily admit—that the joy and 
satisfaction of our lives depend very much on ourselves 
and the kind of individual that we are rather than upon 
our circumstances and what happens to us. The kind 
of disposition that we cherish, the will that we carry 
around with us, the attitude of our minds, the degree of 
our desire to be helpful are the decisive factors as to 
whether our lives shall be happy, bright and hopeful 
rather than the things that we possess, or our surround- 
ings. 

A self-centered life cannot be a happy life. 

Happiness depends largely on contentment, sacrifice 
and service; on the appreciation of the manifold bless- 
ings of God; and there is no man who is able to prevent 
this. So, to order one’s life amid trials and suffering and 
keep the faculty of happiness and be able to propagate 
it among one’s fellowmen is to do a work of fraternity 
in the noblest sense. 

There are different shades and grades of what is 
termed “happiness.”” He who seeks it by merely grati- 
fying his own selfish desires will seek it in vain, for it 
just does not exist in that atmosphere. Show me a selfish 
person and I will show you one who is never really con- 
tented and happy. 

A good recipe for happiness is the following petition: 


Help us to think of others more and more 
And remove that selfish spirit. 


A man’s life may stagnate as literally as water may 
stagnate and just as motion and friction are the remedy 
for one, so purpose and activity are the remedy for the 
other. ““Bless’d thought: Each conflict here, each bitter 
strife shall but add sweetness to the cup of life. Each 
heavy stroke shall but God’s child prepare to be a pillar 
in His temple there. Then many things which darkly now 
I see, shall be in perfect light, revealed to me.” 

There is no haphazard in this world. God leads every 
one of His children by the right wav. He knows where 
and under what influences each particular life will ripen 
best. One tree grows best in the sheltered valley; another 


by the water’s edge; another on the bleak mountaintop 
swept by the storms. 

A man can never become a failure without his own 
consent. 

A failure establishes only this: that our determination 
to succeed was not strong enough. 

Avoiding temptation is next in importance to resist- 
ing temptation, for the lust of the eye is fearfully apt 
to beget the lust of the flesh. Do not approach the for- 
bidden tree unless you would eat the forbidden fruit. If 
you do not wish to trade with the devil, keep out of his 
shop. 

The keeping of God’s law brings happiness but if we 
play with what His law forbids, we bring ourselves into 
a state of discontent and misery. We are then lacking in 
singleness of heart. Happiness is not the end of duty, it 
is the constituent of it. It is in it and of it, not an equiva- 
lent but an element. There is no freedom save in living 
by the rules and being directed by the guide posts to 
happiness. It is true that loyalties impose responsibilities 
but there is no joy like that which comes when responsi- 
bilities have been fairly and unstintedly discharged. 

Whoever will labor to get rid of self, to deny himself 
according to the instructions of Christ, strikes at once 
at the root of every evil and finds the germ of every good. 
Self-denial is the result of a calm, deliberate, invincible 
attachment to the highest good, flowing in the voluntary 
renunciation of everything inconsistent with the glory 
of God or the good of our fellowman. 

Practice to be satisfied. In God’s favor is the only place 
to find lasting pleasure. Happiness will crown every 
effort to do His will. The early Christians, though sub- 
jected to the severest of all trials, were radiant with 
hope. Their hearts sang and their faces shown. 

Remember this. 

temember, this was the historian’s testimony of Chris- 
tians! 





To Do Thy Will 
(Psalms 119: 34). 


I want to do Thy will, O Lord, 
But first I need to know 
The things Thou dost prohibit 
And the way I need to go. 


With all my heart I will obey; 
So teach me, Lord, the right. 
Give me full understanding, for 
I want my heart kept white. 


I need to know Thy precepts, 

Thy commandments, every one, 
And understand completely 

The example of God’s Son. 


Not one thing should I e’er omit 
Of all Thy will for me. 

Not one sin should I e’er commit; 
From evil I must flee. 


Teach me and daily guide me, Lord. 
Keep me from every flaw. 

Oh, give me understanding, Lord, 
And with grace I'll keep Thy law. 
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The Present Existence 
Versus Future Living 


¢¢ AN THAT is born of a woman is of few days, 

and full of trouble. He cometh forth like a flower, 
and is cut down: he fleeth also as a shadow, and continu- 
eth not” (Job 14: 1, 2). Thus does the prophet Job sum 
up this life. 

While Life demands much in toil, she affords in return 
a degree of pleasure—man-made pleasures—as fleeting 
and fragile as man himself, and as inevitably mixed with 
sorrow. The Psalmist said, “We spend our years as a 
tale that is told” (Ps. 90: 9). Old age approaches all too 
swiftly. The one who lives only for this life must realize 
as he nears the end of his threescore years and ten that 
life is short, far too short to fulfill all youth’s hopes and 
ambitions. All the years of a man’s lifetime are scarcely 
sufficient for one to prepare himself to live. “The eye is 
not satisfied with seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing.” 
So it is with regret that man bids farewell to life and 
enters into his long home, leaving behind him much that 
is unknown and untried. 

The Word of God speaks a challenge to every noble 
feeling, every lofty ambition, all the latent intellect, all 
the physical power that lies within us. It is the call of 
Wisdom. Her hands are extended—and they are not 
empty hands! “Length of days is in her right hand; and 
in her left hand riches and honor” (Prov. 3: 16). What 
more could heart desire? With this prospect, life takes 
on a different meaning. The hopes, the ambitions and the 
pleasures of the present lose their significance. Life 
assumes new purpose, at once becomes rich with oppor- 
tunity, though it be but a single opportunity—an oppor- 
tunity to get ready to live. 

Eternal life, that life that comes with the spirit birth, 
is that which may truly be termed LIFE. It is the reali- 
zation of God’s plan and His purpose in all creation. While 
in this life knowledge must necessarily be limited, in that 
life to come it shal! expand beyond all comprehension. 
This life is full of sorrow, pain, sickness and disappoint- 
ment. That future life knows nothing but happiness, peace 
and security. In this life we witness iniquity, crime and 
war, the products of man’s lower nature. In the life to 
come there will be only righteousness, holiness, kindness 
and love; and there will be beauty and joy and growth 
and development through all the endless cycles of eter- 
nity. 

Some day this earth shall shine with celestial beauty 
as the stars in the firmament above; wickedness shall 
be done away and peace shall flow as a river and right- 
eousness as the waves of the sea. What a contrast between 
this present life and the eternal! 





A big man is not one who makes no mistakes, but one 
who is bigger than the mistakes he makes. 


Broken covenants are man’s invention; God never lies. 


God Hath Set Apart the Godly for Himself 


(Continued from page 5) 

destruction before the campaign of conquest could pro- 
ceed successfully. The record runs: “Therefore the 
children of Israel could not stand before their enemies, 
but turned their backs before their enemies, because 
they were accursed: neither will I be with you any more, 
except ye destroy the accursed from among you” (Josh. 
7: 12). But neither the goodly Babylonish garment nor 
the golden wedge were of themselves accursed. It was 
the sinner and his sin that made them accursed. The 
people had been strictly forbidden to take of the spoil. 
Achan knew this as well as the other Israelites, but his 
covetousness got the better of him, and he transgressed. 
And the blame for his transgression fell squarely on his 
own shoulders. The sinner paid the penalty for his sin, 
not the sin for the sinner. 

Jesus associated sin and the sinner in Luke 13, when 
He said, ‘Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, 
I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be 
able. When once the master of the house is risen up, and 
hath shut to the door, and ye begin to stand without, and 
to knock at the door, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; 
and he shall answer and say unto you, I know you not 
whence ye are: then shall ye begin to say, We have eaten 
and drunk in thy presence, and thou hast taught in our 
streets. But he shall say, I tell you, I know you not 
whence ye are; depart from me, all ye workers of iniq- 
uity” (vs. 24—27). Iniquity will prove the ruin of the 
unfaithful servants, not because of its mere existence, 
but because of its association with an evil doer. “Depart 
from me, all ye workers of iniquity.” 

Hebrews 10: 26, 27 sets the pictures of the sinner and 
his sin in a single frame: “For if we [the individual 
sinner] sin wilfully [that means the sin] after that we 
have received the knowledge of the truth, there remain- 
eth no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful look- 
ing for of judgment and fiery indignation [judicial wrath], 
which shall devour the adversaries.” God hates the sin, 
also the sinner who perpetrates it, and the latter can 
only look forward to “judgment and fiery indignation, 
which shall devour the adversaries.” 

Truly God has set apart the godly for Himself, and no 
power in heaven or earth can take them from Him. But 
it is equally certain that He does not love the wicked, 
they are ‘reserved to the day of destruction, they shail 
be brought forth to the day of wrath” (Job 21: 30). 

We cannot fool God. Whatever we sow we shall reap. 
We are destined to reap the one harvest or the other. 
Let us redouble our efforts toward holiness, that we may 
be among the godly which God has set apart for Himself, 
that the great Judge may be pleased to own and bless 


us, and save us eternally in His glorious soon-coming 
Kingdom. 

It requires no musical talent to always be harping on some- 
thing. 





Did you know? The crow and the nightingale have vocal 
organs almost alike, yet one croaks and the other sings. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; 
in honor preferring one another” (Romans 12: 10). 


These few words comprise much in a Christian’s life. 
First we cannot conceive of a Christian without the 
virtue of kindness. Our text suggests nothing of the 
Khrushchey spirit, but rather would direct our minds to 
the Christlike spirit of meekness and humility. The com- 
bative, fighting nature is a part of man and beast alike, 
but has no place among Christ’s followers—only as they 
fight to rid themselves of this lower nature. “A kind 
heart is a fountain of gladness, making everything in its 
vicinity freshen into smiles.” 

“Kindness is the oil which takes the friction out of 
life,” and is much to be desired. It is a rule of life for 
one desiring eternal salvation in God’s future Kingdom; 
to all such it is a law by which they live. Every virtue 
is to them a law which must be enforced in their lives, 
even rigidly enforced. It takes strength and practice to 
be virtuous. 

Part of the wisdom that governs the “virtuous woman” 
of Proverbs 31, is that ‘In her tongue is the law of kind- 
ness.” She considers that she has a rule to be governed 
by, and completely surrenders her will. We might do 
many kindly and thoughtful acts, but when this virtue is 
perfected to the point of always controlling our tongue, 
we will speak no harsh impatient words, under any 
provocation. “Kindness in ourselves is the honey that 
blunts the sting of unkindness in another.” We might 
get to the point of controlling ourselves fairly well, but 
when we gain complete control, the law of kindness is 
fully enforced in our lives. Then we shall never speak 
words that we later have cause to regret. “‘Kindness is 
wisdom; there is none in life, but needs it.” 

There is another aspect to this kindness: ‘brotherly 
love.” Some persons, who do not even know the true 
God, do many kind deeds, but Romans 12: 10 speaks 
directly to the Christian brotherhood, urging kindness 
“with brotherly love.”” We should have a longing desire 
for the “righteous” to “smite” us when we manifest evil 
in the least degree. This is a highly developed and noble 
form of “brotherly love.” It is, however, decidedly 
unnatural for either the giver or recipient, but this, too, 
is a law found in our Law Book. 

The longer one travels the narrow way, the more he 
realizes the need of this help. The deeper our longing 
for eternal life, the keener our desire will be for help 
to obtain it, and when it is our turn to show this love, we 
shall not shrink from our duty, for we know that such help- 
fulness means life to those whom we love the best. This 
deeper love for one another is the real tie that binds us 
in Christian fellowship. It is not just that we go to the 
same church, or believe the same principles of faith, 
that binds our hearts in Christian fellowship, but a living 
out of this faith in a practical way, being aware of the 
weakness of the flesh, and our need for help from those 
more spiritual. 


Paul’s advice to the church at Galatia was: ‘Brethren, 
if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, 
restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; consider- 
ing thyself, lest thou also be tempted” (Gal. 6: 1). This 
is a pattern of conduct set up in God’s Book of laws. A 
Christian lives according to definite rules, not just a 
happy-go-lucky life without any specific purpose. 

Because of helping one another and being helped, those 
who have thus profited will “reap the fruit of it after- 
wards in the peace of an upright life.” We will surely 
sing with deepest joy, “Blest be the tie that binds our 
hearts in Christian love.” For all eternity we shall sing 
the praise of “those that helped us run the race.” And we 
can be sure that they will be glad their labor was not in 
vain. This will be the fulness of Christian love, a tie that 
will never be broken. 

The last phrase of the verse: “In honor preferring one 
another,” runs counter to the natural tendency to exalt 
ourselves. Prov. 30: 32 expresses it, not only a sin, but 
the Wise Man classifies it as foolish, and adds, “If thou 
hast thought evil, lay thine hand upon thy mouth.” The 
mere thought of self-importance is indeed unchristian 
thought, but the vocal expression of it manifests an 
appalling deficiency of humility. If the thought has con- 
ceived in our minds, we should at least, control and 
prevent its escape from our mouth. There is much in each 
of us, individually, and in human nature as a whole, to 
humble us. Compared to the infinite wisdom of God and 
the immortals, our abilities are so limited, so very finite! 
In view of this, any self-importance on our part, dem- 
onstrates perverted thinking, indeed. Phillips Trans- 
lation of Gal. 6: 3 reads, “If a man thinks he is ‘some- 
body’, he is deceiving himself, for that very thought 
proves that he is nobody.” 

“In honor preferring one another” proves the pureness 
of the Christian’s ambitions. He is not working for self- 
glory, but always concerned about advancing the Lord’s 
work, with the inward thought that it be done by who- 
ever can accomplish it best. This comprises no small 
growth, for many another command must first be per- 
fected. 

It takes a new creature to actually prefer the honor to 
vo to another rather than to self. 

It seems as if this feeling of self-importance could well 
be classified as the greatest of human weaknesses; and 
to actually prefer that honor go to another, to make 
sure that he gets the share justly due him regardless of 
whether we do or not, would be one of the greatest of 
human accomplishments. 

No shallow humility would do this, neither could selfish 
interests be dominating our purpose, and certainly one 
could not do it with any spark of jealousy or bitterness 
in his heart. To prefer one another in honor, means far 
more than deference, is much more heartfelt than merely 
to allow that honor to be given another; but actually 
becomes desire, One acquires an eagerness that it go 
to another! It excludes strife or rivalry. In fact, it is the 
crowning point of brotherly love. 





If our faith cannot move mountains, it ought to at least 
climb them. 





Questions and Answers 


“With reference to Matthew 6:3, ‘But when thou doest 
alms let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth, 

“How is this possible?” 

The lesson Jesus was forcing home in this passage 
of His Sermon on the Mount was a condemnation of the 
very human trait of wanting to do things to be seen of 
men. ihe Jews were especially guilty in this respect, 
hence Jesus spoke forthrightly: “‘Take heed that ye do 
not your alms before men, to be seen of them: other- 
wise ye have no reward of your Father which is in 
heaven. Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not 
sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory 
of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.” 
“They have their reward”—means a receipt paid in full. 
Thus it is one of the most terrible condemnations in the 
New Testament: “they got what they wanted’—and 
found it empty. Meanwhile they cut off their future: 
there was no joy beyond. 

The advice: “Let not thy left hand know what thy 
right hand doeth,” is good counsel for the Christian alms- 
giver to buiid his life on, “that thine alms may be in 
secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret himself 
shall reward thee openly.” The following in a meaningful 
comment by Adam Clarke: “In many cases works of 
charity must be hidden from our nearest relatives, who, 
if they knew, would hinder us from doing what God has 
given us power and inclination to perform. We must 
go even further: and conceal them as far as possible 
from ourselves, by not thinking of them, or eyeing them 
with complacency. They are given to God and should be 
hidden in Him.” 

“Which seeth in sceret.” “We should ever remember 
that the eye of the Lord is upon us, and that he sees not 
only the act, but also every motive that led to it.” 





“Please could vou explain this: God said ‘thou shalt not 
kil? in the commandments, and then told the Israelites to 
stone the wicked to death.” 

Both commands were given by God but do not con- 
flict. The Sixth Commandment covers the malicious act 
of taking another’s life, which is strictly forbidden. 
When the Lord commanded the Israelites to stone the 
wicked to death, that was executing the judicial wrath of 
the law, and should not be confounded with murder. 
Today we call it capital punishment. No safety could 
be maintained in any society without law, and the execu- 
tion of that law. 

The Lord was very specific in His demand that the 
offender should be proven guilty in the mouth of two or 
more witnesses before the death penalty could be im- 
posed. One witness was not sufficient. This provision was 
made so there could be no mistake in identity, and no 
innocent person should lose his life. It was only those 
who were “unworthy” to live (Num. 35: 30; Deut. 17: 
5—7). Its purpose was to put away evil from among 
the Israelites. Evil always contaminates, and would 
spread and cause others to transgress. The world is in 
the state of corruption it is in today mainly because 
“sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, 
therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them 
to do evil” (Eccl. 8: 11). 
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“What is meant by the light of the moon being as the 
light of the sun, cud the light of the sun being sevenfold, ‘as 
the light of seven days, in the day that the Lord bindeth up 
the breach of his people’?” 


Obviously this statement is meant to be taken figura- 
tively rather than literally. Not only Isa. 30: 26, but 
the preceding verse as well, would indicate this to be 
the day of the Lord’s coming. After His return and the 
mass destruction of evil workers (Isa. 30: 25; Zech. 13: 
8), there will be a great increase of divine knowledge, 
the light of God’s saving truth will spread over the earth 
till all shall know the Lord from the “least to the great- 
est” (Heb. 8: 11). 

Isaiah speaks of this same time in chap. 60: 1, 2, say- 
ing, ‘Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory 
of the Lord is risen upon thee. For, behold, the darkness 
shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: 
but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be 
seen upon thee.” 

Just before telling of this increase of light in chap. 
30, Isaiah also speaks of that glorious time when the 
teachers of righteousness shall not “be removed into a 
corner any more, but thine eyes shall see thy teachers: 
and thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, 
This is the way walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right 
hand, and when ye turn to the left.” The light of the 
saving truth can then spread rapidly over the world, 
and nothing can hinder it. 


“Please explain Matt. 10: 34, 35, ‘Think not that I am 
come to send peace on earth. I came not to send peace, but 
a sword. For I am come to set a man at variance against his 
father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter 
in law against her mother in law.’ ” 


The 38th verse is a key that unlocks the door of under- 
standing to this question. Christ here tells us plainly 
there is a cross to take up if we follow Him. He will 
ultimately give us peace; but no peace is ever obtained 
until a conflict has been waged. The fleshly nature and 
the spiritual nature are never allies. 

First, Christ sent the sword, the Word of God which 
is quick and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged 
sword (Heb. 4: 12), but it causes a division between the 
natural mind and the mind of the spirit. This division is 
not only in the world at large, in organizations, among 
friends, but right in home life. When one starts to walk 
the narrow way to life eternal outlined by Christ, and 
comes out from the world, its ways and doings, when 
others do not want to co-operate, it causes friction, 
even in the family group. A man is set at variance 
against his father, the daughter against her mother, and 
the daughter in law against her mother in law, and 
members of a man’s own household become his enemies. 
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A gossiper is like an old shoe whose tongue can never 
stay in place. 





Any coward can praise God, but it takes a royal hero to 
follow Him. 
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Things of Lasting ‘Value-- 


Truth 


The Truth of the Lord Endureth Forever: Ps. 117:2 


Truth never dies. The ages come and go. 

The mountains wear away, the stars retire. 
Destruction lays earth’s mighty cities low; 

And empires, states and dynasties expire; 


But caught and handed onward by the wise, 


Truth never dies. 


Though unreceived and scoffed at through the years; 

Though made the butt of ridicule and jest; 
Though held aloft for mockery and Jeers, 

Denied by those of transient power possessed, 
Insulted by the insolence of lies, 

Truth never dies. 


It answers not. It does not take offense, 
But with a mighty silence bides its time; 
As some great cliff that braves the elements 
And lifts through all the storms its head sublime, 


It ever stands, uplifted by the wise; 


Ane never ales. 
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As rests the Sphinx amid Egyptian sands; 

As looms on high the snowy peak and crest; 
As firm and patient as Gibraltar stands, 

So Truth, unwearied, waits the era blest 
When men shall turn to it with great surprise. 


Truth never dies. 
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